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Jumeirah College January 2011

INTRODUCTION MODULE: FACE TO FAITH                                                             
	ABOUT FACE TO FAITH
Face to Faith aims to improve religious literacy among young people, which is a vital skill in an increasingly complex global society.  The programme is designed to engage secondary students across the world in discussion about the role that faith plays in the world around them, and the way that it may impact their lives, and their communities.  Using videoconferencing and web-based tools, students investigate big, global issues; discuss a range of opinions, values and beliefs; and explore the reasons for similar and different perspectives.  By learning about those of different social, cultural and religious perspectives, young people build an awareness of the role of faith in their lives and in the lives of others. The programme is open to young people of all faiths, and of none – and encourages them to reflect upon their own positions. Face to Faith aims to empower and encourage students to look beyond what is familiar and challenge them to explore different perspectives from peers around the world. At Jumeirah College we will focus primarily on cultural aspects. www.facetofaithonline.org provides first hand information about faiths and cultures from around the world,

	COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Introduction module aims to build up a number of key skills required for the successful participation and completion of the modules that follow.  These skills include collaboration, active listening, cooperative learning, debating and critical thinking. The videoconference in the Introduction module allows the students to get to know each other and find out about their lives and their communities. This first contact is critical as it will form the foundation for future dialogue around more challenging issues.


Module: Introduction 

Lesson 1: Why should we learn about other faiths and cultures?

	Aims
	To understand the aims of the Face to Faith programme and the key skills to be developed from this module.
To explore what we mean by “faith” and “culture”.

	Learning objectives
	· Recognize the importance of dialogue in our everyday lives.
· Understand that by listening to others we show respect and make progress.
· Explore some of the meanings of ‘faith’.

	Key vocabulary
	Faith, Empathy, Listening, Dialogue, Belonging, Belief, Religion

	Assessment criteria
	· Students can empathize (see from someone else’s point of view) 
· Students can participate in dialogues in pairs, small groups and as a whole class.
· Students can appreciate that listening to others is vital to making progress.
· Students understand that there are ground rules for discussion. 

	Starter 
	1. Before lesson aims are discussed, pick one or two students and ask them random questions (“How has your day been?”, “What did you do this weekend?...”) 
When the student begins to answer, show no interest and begin to ask another student.  When that students begins to answer, again, show no interest and move on. 
Continue this with 4/5 students. 
Then ask how this made them feel. Students should be able to work out the message that dialogue and listening are important skills for everyone. Make this clear both in terms of a wider social skill but also in preparation for the VCs.
Share lesson objectives.

	Main activities
	2. Kagan Structure Timed Pair Share 

Students discuss with a partner a particular time in their own experience when they have fallen out with someone (a family member, friend etc.) or when they have seen other people fall out - and when the dialogue between them stopped. How did this make them feel? Why did they feel like this? How did the other person feel? Emphasize the skill of ‘empathy’.
3. Investigation – what can happen when people don’t listen to each other? In pairs or groups students look at the photographs and discuss the questions on the ‘What’s going on?’ PowerPoint. 

Could use prompts such as:
· ‘Have you ever felt like this?’
· ‘What would you do in this situation?’
· ‘How might these people resolve this situation?’
Use the Kagan Structure Rally Robin to get students thinking about these ideas, and then use a hot seating exercise. Volunteer students are called to sit in the “hot seat”, and must take on the character of someone from one of the pictures, to answer questions from their peers. 
4. Teacher writes ‘Face to Faith’ on the board. 
Open question: what do students understand by this? What will they expect in the course, VC and by outcome?
Refer to the “Face to Faith” Principles and ensure students are familiar with the aims of the module and its importance in the modern world. Students will have a range of ideas encompassing the notions of “religion”, “belief” and “belonging to…” At the same time, the skill of listening, and appreciating the views of others, could be emphasized here.
5. On a sticky note or piece of paper, all students write down one word or phrase that they associate with the concepts of “culture” and “faith”. Students come to the front and stick their sticky notes/paper on the board. The post it notes should be rearranged by common consent – matching up ideas, removing duplicates, and prioritizing students’ ideas.  


	Plenary
	WWW/EBI exercise

	Extension/
Different’n

	Provide guidance and support to students who are less willing to speak, especially in group work.  When using the Kagan structures remember to introduce them “for fun” first of all, and to be very clear and specific about the instructions.

	Resources

	Lesson Powerpoint from SRo

Faith is…. sheet 

Northern Ireland.docNorthern Ireland case study sheet
What is going on? ppt
What could be happening? sheet

WWW/EBI analysis 

Face to faith Principles. 

Kagan Structures; Rally Robin, & Timed Pair Share. 

	For more advanced students


	Visit the site of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations www.unaoc.org. 

Why was this organization set up within the United Nations? 

Why do you think the founders considered it necessary to establish the Alliance of Civilizations?


	
	What happens when we do not respect one another’s faith? Link this to the case study of Northern Ireland when communities found it difficult to communicate effectively and the negative implications of this. 
Discuss: Causes of the conflict, Barriers to peace, How peace was eventually achieved.
BBC Oral History website. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/recent/troubles/legacy.shtml
Explanation of Sectarianism.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pexoaa8v_LY
The Peace process (Short comment piece from Al Jazeera)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tYpDHUVXdkU&feature=fvwe2
Five part video compilation of News footage. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EVFeX2Cr-og
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